Caldwell Brethren Church

Worship Service Sundays
10:30 a.m.

Minister - Rev. Vanessa Mitchell

Bible Class All Ages
Sundays 9:30 a.m.

Contact Info: Cell (979) 574-0268
E-mail – lifeatcbc@protonmail.com
Address: 2070 Carter Lake Drive,
College Station, TX 77845
lifeatcbc.org

Family Night 6 p.m.
1st and 3rd Wednesdays
Fellowship Luncheon 2nd
Sundays after Service

September 2022 Newsletter

“Closer”
When was the last time you felt truly close to God? Several years ago, I found myself on the floor of
the Grand Canyon on a hot summer night on what was a “bucket list” trip. Most of the journey involved
a lot of hiking which my husband loves and I agreed to because of the promise of some awesome
whitewater rafting- which turned out to be exhilarating! We pressed on carefully navigating
switchbacks and slathering on quite a bit of sunscreen and enjoying deep conversation with good
friends. My fondest memory, however, was lying down on the canyon floor in the dark of the night with
an ocean of stars overhead flowing as if a blanket over me. It was warm enough that I slept in shorts
and a tank top on top of my sleeping bag, with no sheet, paying careful attention to countless
scorpions that were iridescent in the moonlight and seemed to be everywhere except on me. Despite
the seemingly imminent danger, my mind and my heart felt “lifted up” into the starry blanket above. I
felt as if nothing at all could hinder that peace, and nothing did. In my thoughts and swimming through
my emotions was a reality of spiritual ecstasy, of definitive connection with the Lord my God, of a holy
communion with my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Through nature, He spoke to my soul and drew me
closer to Himself under that night sky, and whispered to me:
“I AM with you.”
God has promised that He will always be with you and with me.
“...God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’” (Hebrews 13:5)
God has promised that NOTHING can separate you or me from His love.
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
So in the middle of the struggles of life, when it seems as if God is far off, how do you enter His
peaceful loving Presence again?
How do you regain that ocean of stars Grand Canyon moment surrounded by scorpions and
yet untouched and unafraid of whatever lies before you?
You regain your peace and fearlessness by drawing closer to God in prayer.
You just stop and pray knowing that you have no clue what the outcome will be and yet you
feel free to leave the outcome in the only safe place for it to be...in God’s hands.
There was a man named David who was as flawed as you or me, who found himself for a season of
his life on the run from an unlikely enemy, his own son. David was a king running from a broken
relationship. His son Absalom had led a rebellion against him and his soldiers, so David fled into the
wilderness for a time, no doubt filled with fear, a sense of rejection and failure and certainly heartache.

The only direction for David to look in the wasteland of the northeastern wilderness of Judah was up,
towards the God who he knew well: the God who helped him slay Goliath, to the God who made him
a king. Surely, in the wilderness, God would meet David with an answer where there seemed to be no
real solution. So what does David do? He prays. He gets closer to God by praying. Listen to his
prayer:
“...O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a
dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your
power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You. Thus
I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You on my
bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. Because You have been my help, Therefore in the
shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.
But those who seek my life, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth. They shall fall by
the sword; They shall be a portion for jackals. But the king shall rejoice in God; Everyone who swears
by Him shall glory; But the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.” (Psalm 63:1-11)
David responds to his fears by praising God for who He is and for the relationship that God has given
David with Him:
God is...his God, powerful, glorious, loving, kind, worthy of praise and worship, the One who
Satisfies, the One who is with him through the Night, his Help, the One who Gives him Wings,
the One who Upholds him, the One who Brings Rejoicing, the One he can Follow, the One
who Silences Liars!
When David prayed, he regained his ocean of stars Grand Canyon moment surrounded by
scorpions and yet untouched and unafraid of whatever lay before him! Like the rest of us, he
would have to pray a lot more throughout his life to get closer to God and stay in God’s peace.
The struggles of life will always abound. Our comfort comes in the Lord Jesus Christ’s
promise:
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
Your mission, should you choose to accept it:
Stop what you’re doing.
Pray 2 things:
1- Thank God for who He is and what GOOD He has brought in your life. You WILL see
that the scorpions do not seem to matter that much anymore- even when you get an
occasional sting.
2- Ask God to drive your mind and your heart under the holy, abundant and awesome
power of the Holy Spirit.
Regardless of what distracting thought might come to mind right now, pray this prayer anyway
and see what unimaginable things God can do- the One who Created you and has Loved you
since before you were even in your mother’s womb!
Underneath an Ocean of Stars with Jesus and You,
Sister Vanessa Mitchell

We will observe
Holy Communion
on Sunday,
Sept. 4th.
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We will have Family Game
Night on Wed., 9/7 & 9/21
6-7:30 PM in the
Fellowship Hall.
FUN, FOOD & FELLOWSHIP!
If you have time, bring a friend and come
check it out

Leo Maresh
Arvell Poehl
Leo Maresh
Arvell Poehl

September Birthdays
6 - Martha Huffman
7 - Vickie Brandon
12 - Connie Maresh
12 - Tyron Matcek, Jr.
14 - Mollie Marsh
16 - James Brandon

20 - Billie Ann Whatley
21 – Lamar Urbanovsky
22 - Kay Royder
23 – Charles Poole
26 - Kenneth Baasen
28 – Kammi Lynn Hyvl

Worship Wednesdays
Wednesday Mornings –
9/14 & 9/28 - Come join us for singing,
praying, and studying God’s Word with Seniors
from our Community.
Copperas Hollow
Assisted Living; 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Prayer Requests
Rose Autrey
Kenneth Baasen
Robin Dickey
Ramona Hyvl
Carl & Betty Maresh
Sister Vanessa Mitchell
Annie Polasek
Darlene Urbanovsky
Leroy & Billie Ann
Whatley
Our Church & Church Members
Our Church Music Ministry

Zoom Bible Study – 9/6– 9/13 – 9/20 – 9/27 –
6:30 – 8:00 pm
9/4 - Holy Communion
9/7 & 9/21 - Family Game Night – 6-7:30pm
9/14 & 9/28 - Worship Weds. – 10:30-11:30am Copperas Hollow Assisted Living
9/14 - Board of Elders Meeting – 6pm
9/23 - Newsletter deadline

Emily Alford
T.J. Atkinson
Sophia Balcar
Tina Grubbs Broesche
Ramona Dubcak
Jerry Evans
Lynlee Kocurek
Karen Kostohryz
Rose Marshall
Paul Martinez
Stacy Mitchell
Tony Morales
Sharon Nance
Kay & Ben Polasek
Diana Ponzio
Charles Poole
Betty Suehs
Carolyn Urbanovsky
Carol White

Ukraine and its People
PEACE IN OUR NATION IN THE WORLD &
ISRAEL
Our World and Its People during Covid-19
Virus
Our Country & Leaders –
All Military Personnel Serving & Protecting Our
Country - Law Enforcement - Police Officers st
1 Responders -Firemen & Fire Fighters –
Nurses – Doctors – All Medical Personnel
Our Missionaries
Pastor Pavel & Stanya Kozak – Czech
Republic
Phil & Eunice Raiford – Eastern Nicaragua
Robert & Anne Thiessen – Mexico
Carolyn Groseclose – Africa
Joel & Teresa Jetski – Israel
Prosthetic Promises – Zambia

Board of Elders Monthly Meeting – August 15th
Called to Order at 6:00pm by President, Anna Wotipka.
Opening Prayer given by Sister Vanessa Mitchell; next month will be Robin Dickey.
6 Board members, Sister Vanessa Mitchell and 3 visitors were present.
Reading of the July minutes by Rose Autrey. Lynette Shimek made a correction to the minutes to include a
discussion at last meeting of a possible annual homecoming which will be brought up to the congregation at the
Fall meeting. Motion to approve minutes with correction made by Lynette Shimek; seconded by Bettie Poehl;
motion passed.
Treasurer’s and Mission Report for July was presented by Treasurer Bettie Poehl. There were no questions or
concerns. Motion to approve made by Rose Autrey; seconded by Leo Maresh; motion passed.
Pastor’s report was sent by email.
Building Custodial Report / Repair Report
Lamar Urbanovsky presented a slide show with drone pictures of the damage to the Steeple and Bell
Tower. The drone cost to take the pictures was $1,150.00. After much discussion, Bettie Poehl made a
motion for Lamar Urbanovsky to get another quote on turnkey removal and waterproofing the Bell Tower
and approach the Insurance Company for a claim. Robin Dickey seconded the motion. Motion passed.
Leo Maresh will contact someone about removal of the tree in the front of the fellowship hall building.
The sprinkler system is in need of repair. Some discussion on cost and needed repair. Lamar has spoken
already with some people on cost. Rose Autrey made a motion to get someone out of Bryan for repairs on
the sprinkler system and spend up to $500. Motion was seconded by Robin Dickey. Motion passed.
Old Business
Last month a discussion was held and tabled until this month about a Youth Representative to the Board. The
youth Representative will have no voting rights and would be asked to sit in on a Board meeting one (1) time a
quarter. A motion was made by Lynette Shimek to have a Youth Representative on the Board. Motion was
seconded by Robin Dickey. Motion passed.
September Outreach – Wanting to do something for our local fire departments in Burleson County (i.e. water,
snacks, etc.). President Anna Wotipka will contact local fire department and inquire.
Praises and Prayer requests.
Motion made to adjourn meeting by Leo Maresh; seconded by Bettie Poehl; motion passed.
Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer.
Caldwell Brethren Christian Sisters Meeting – Aug. 14th
Meeting called to order on Aug. 14th by President-Barbara Jancik. 8 Members and Sister Vanessa present.
The President opened the meeting with a devotional and a prayer.
Minutes from the July meeting were read by Secretary-Rose Autrey. The minutes were approved as presented.
Treasurer-Connie Maresh gave financial report for July which listed activities and balances in account. The report was
approved as presented.
Corresponding Secretary-Bettie Poehl gave report of numerous cards sent.
Old Business

-

Anna Wotipka will get with Carolyn Groseclose for date of her presentation at Caldwell in October (?).
Outreach of snacks-candy-water for teachers on our school campuses went well. Barbara and Anna
made the deliveries for us. Thank you ladies.
Purchased School supplies for 2 students.

New Business
-

Tentatively set Davidson Creek Park Picnic for November.
Will try to have a catered meal in December.
There will be no fellowship meal or Christian Sisters meeting in September due to the September
Kolache Festival

Meeting adjourned with song and prayer.
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Videos of the KIDS CHOIR and KIDS Messages, as well as SERMONS are available to watch on these 2 links CALDWELL KIDS CHOIR & MESSAGES:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKS1RufxoPp3tMOheOvGilQ
SERMONS
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68Xxxyylaw8p1N05FtKVlg

It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Acts 20:35

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for an awesome Afternoon Bible Camp on Sunday, July 31! You are
our One Superhero who saves us and helps us! Amen.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life." (John 3:16)
Special thank you to all God’s helpers for making this a great day!

If you fail, never give up
because F.A.I.L. means

“First Attempt
In Learning”

End is not the end. In fact
E.N.D. means

“Effort Never Dies”

If you get No as an answer,
remember N.O. means

“Next Opportunity”

FOUR THINGS YOU
CANNOT RECOVER
The Stone after the throw.
The Word after it’s said.
The Occasion after it’s missed.
The Time after it’s gone.

Never blame anyone in your life.
Good People give you Happiness.
Bad people give you Experience.
Worst people give you a Lesson.
And Best people give you
Memories.

Positive Thinking!!!

Duct tape may patch
a lot of things, but
3 nails fixed it all!

